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SUBJECT: GOT SCHEDULES TRIAL OF BEN SALAHISTS FOR JUNE 13 

REF: TUNIS 1819, TUNIS 2892 

1 . GOT-CONTROLLED DAILY LA PRESSE REPORTED ON MAY 28 
THAT IT HAD LEARNED THQE STATE SECURITY COURT WILL BEGIN 
ON JUNE 13 THE TRIAL OF 23 BEN SALAHISTS ARRESTED LAST MARCH. 

LA PRESSE RECALLED THAT THE POLICE HAD DISCOVERED THE 
CLANDESTINE ORGANIZATION TO WHICH THEY BELONGED AFTER THE 
CIRCULATION OF ANTI-REGIME TRACTS AND A NEWSPAPER CALLED 
"POPULAR UNITY." 

2. A DEFENSE LAWYER FOR SOME OF THE ACCUSED TOLD US 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT PLANS TO ASK FOR THE DEATH SENTENCE 
BUT HE DID NOT KNOW QWHICH OF THE DEFENDANTS MIGHT BE 
SUBJECT TO THIS PUNISHMENT. THE LAWYER ALSO MENTIONED 
THAT THE NUMBER OF PERSONS TO BE TRIED IS 22, INDICATING 
THAT ONE OF THE 23 PERSONS ARRESTED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS BEEN DROPPED FROM THE INDICTMENT. FOUR PERSONS 
(INCLUDING AHMED BAN SALAH) WILL BE TRIED "IN ABSENTIA." 

3. THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE TRIAL 
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DATE, BUT LA PRESSE’S LINKS WITH THE GOT GIVE THE NEWS 
IT PUBLISHED ON MAY 28 A SEMI OFFICIAL CHARACTER. IT 
IS INTERESTING THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL BEGIN THIS TRIAL, 

WHICH IS CERTAIN TO CAUSE CONTROVESY, THREE DAYS AFTER 
THE SCHEDULED OPENING OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCEON 
PUBLIC LIBERTIES (SEE TUNIS 3062) ORGANIZED BY THE 
"LIBER AT ./SOCIAL DEMOCRAT" OPPOSITION GROUP. ACCORDING 
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TO TUNISIAN LAW, A REQUEST FOR AN OFFICIAL PERMIT FOR A PUBLIC 
MEETING CANNOT BE SUBMITTED UNTIL THREE DAYS BEFORE ITS PROPOSED 
OPENING DAY. TO DATETHE GOT HAS SIDESTEPPED QUESTIONS ABOUT 
WHETHER AUTHORIZATION WILL BE GRANTED FOR THE CONFERENCE ON 
PUBLIC LIBERTIES BY SAYING THAT NO OFFICIAL REQUEST HAS BEEN 
RECEIVED. 

MULCAHY 
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